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Course Syllabus 
 

PHIL 170: Philosophy of Love and Sex 
 
Instructor: Shannon Hayes          Class meets MTWTH 9-10am 
shannon@uoregon.edu           VOL 307 
Office: SCH 158 
Office hours: W/TH 10-11am (or by appt) 
 
Course Description 
 
Our intimate relationships are central to our sense of self-fulfillment and happiness. Although it is 
undeniable that love and sex are central to human life, we spend remarkably little time thinking critically 
about the nature of love and sex. In this course we will address issues of sexism and sexuality along with 
questions about the meaning of erotic existence and the nature of love. We will draw upon sources in the 
history of western philosophical inquiry as well as contemporary western philosophical interventions on 
the following questions:  What is love exactly? How is love related to my self-understanding? What is the 
relationship between love and sex? Can sexual objectification be ethical? What is sexual desire? How is 
sexual ‘perversion’ defined? Can acts of love be revolutionary? What is love exactly? Why are love and 
sex so important? Why do we seek them if they tend to make us miserable? Is there, should there be, an 
ethics of sex? What does morality have to do with it? Can sex be freed from ideas of conquest? How do 
understandings of masculinity and femininity tie in with our beliefs about love and sex?  
 
Please note: this class requires students to engage with themes that can be highly charged and deeply 
personal.  While no one is required to disclose personal information (except on surveys which are 
anonymous), many students often do.  I expect all participants in the class to handle such disclosures in a 
respectful and sensitive manner, to refrain from inappropriate humor (though appropriate humor is 
encouraged), and to work hard to maintain an attitude of openness to experiences or points of view that 
you do not share. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
 
You should come away from this course with a more considered understanding of your own beliefs and 
values about love and sex, and with ways of talking and thinking about love and sex that should help to 
increase the possibilities for acting with-in real-life situations.  
 
Grade Breakdown 
20 Discussion Questions (due Thursday of each week) 
20 Take-Home Exam #1 (due Saturday, Jan 17th at noon) 
20 Take-Home Exam #2 (due Saturday, Feb 17th at noon) 
25 Final Exam (date and time TBA) 
15 Participation (includes surveys and “brave space” contract) 
--- 
100% 
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Course Requirements  
 

• Discussion Questions: Each Thursday of the term will consist of student-led discussions. 
Each student is expected to bring to class 2-3 typed questions that address the week’s 
material. Each question should be well-formulated, must deal with the assigned readings for 
the week, and should aim to generate discussion. Remember that this is a discussion question 
so others need to be able to understand it. Your question should try to locate a problem or 
issue that calls for discussion. The question need not have only one answer. Indeed, it is 
better if the question does not have a simple answer but rather calls for multiple 
interpretations and positions. Discussion questions will be graded on a 5-point scale (4 = 
A/excellent; 3 = B/good; 2 = C/satisfactory; 1 = D/unsatisfactory; 0 = missing, incomplete). 
The lowest score will be dropped from your overall discussion question grade.  

• Take-Home Exams: You will complete two take-home exams. Exams will include a 
combination of short responses (paragraph-length) and essay questions, and will cover the 
assigned readings (whether or not they are covered extensively in class). Exams will be 
handed out during class on Thursday of Weeks Three and Six. You will have ~48 hours to 
complete each exam and upload the document to Canvas. Exam #1 is due Saturday, January 
27th at noon. Exam #2 is due Saturday, February 16th at noon. If you have a scheduling 
conflict please let me know ASAP to make alternative arrangements. Late exams will be 
docked 1/3 of a letter grade if turned in before midnight of the due date (e.g., A  A-). For 
each additional calendar date that the exam is late, 1 letter grade will be docked from the 
overall grade (e.g., A  B).  

• Final Exam: The final exam will cover units 3 and 4 and is not cumulative. The format will 
be similar to the format of the take-home exams with the addition of matching, multiple 
choice, and true/false questions.   

• Surveys: Four times in the course, you will be asked to complete a survey on Canvas. 
Surveys must be completed on the assigned day by 11:59pm to receive credit. Late surveys 
will not be accepted. The survey results will be incorporated into lectures and class 
discussions. 

• Participation: This is a discussion-heavy course. You are expected to come to class everyday 
prepared, which means that the assigned texts have been read and brought to class. In order to 
contribute productively to the discussions, you may also want to bring reading notes and 
questions to class. Your participation grade includes surveys, group-work, and in-class 
writing.  

• Attendance: You are allowed three unexcused absences without penalty. Each additional 
absence will result in the lowering of your overall grade by ⅓ of a letter grade (e.g., 4 
absences = A → A-). In order for an absence to be excused (because of illness, bereavement, 
etc.), you may need to provide documentation.  

 
Grading standard for written work 
A = Excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some manner 
B = Good. No significant mistakes, well-written, but not distinctive in any way 
C = OK. Some errors, but demonstrates effort and a basic grasp of the material 
D = Poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material 
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F/NP = Failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material or a complete lack 
of effort 
 
Grading scale  
A: 94-100%  B: 83-86%  C: 73-76%  D: 63-66% 
A-: 90-93%  B-: 80-83%  C- 70-72%  D-: 60-62% 
B+: 87-89%  C+: 77-79%  D+: 67-69%  F/NP: 0-59% 
 
Accommodation for a Disability: If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing 
accommodations in this course, please inform me as soon as possible. 
 
Course Policies 
 

• Reading: Expect the reading for this course to be challenging (and, hopefully, rewarding). 
Reading philosophy often requires reading slowly, carefully, and multiple times. Time-permiting, 
a good practice to develop is to read before class (at least once, highlighting, taking notes and 
asking questions in the margins, reconstructing the argument), and again after class. If you are 
having a hard time with reading comprehension please let me know and we can discuss more 
concrete reading strategies together.  

• Late work: late work turned in on the assignment’s due date will be docked 1/3 of a letter grade. 
For each additional day will be docked one letter grade.  

• Technology: Appropriate use of electronic devices is allowed in class to read assigned PDFs and 
to take notes. Misuse of electronic devices may lead to the modification of this policy at 
instructor’s discretion.  

• Academic honesty: You are expected to follow the rules of academic honesty. Failure to do so 
will result in failure of the whole course (“F”). Academically dishonest behaviors include 
plagiarism, fabrication, and cheating.  

o Plagiarism is the inclusion of someone else’s product, words, ideas, or data as one’s own work. 
When a student submits work for credit that includes the product, words, ideas, or data of others, 
the source must be acknowledged by the use of complete, accurate, and specific references, such 
as footnotes. By placing one’s name on work submitted for credit, one certifies the originality of 
all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. Verbatim statements by 
others must be enclosed by quotation marks or set off from the regular text as indented extracts. In 
order to find out how to avoid plagiarism, see 
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/  

o Fabrication: Fabrication is the intentional use of information that the author has invented when he 
or she states or implies otherwise, or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent 
to deceive. Examples include, but are not limited to: 1) citing information not taken from the 
source indicated; 2) listing sources in a reference not used in the academic exercise; 3) inventing 
data or source information for research or other academic exercises. 

o Cheating is an act of deception by which a student misrepresents or misleadingly demonstrates 
that he or she has mastered information on an academic exercise that he or she has not mastered, 
including the giving or receiving of unauthorized help in an academic exercise. Examples include 
but are not limited to: 1) copying from another student’s work; 2) collaborating without authority 
or allowing another student to copy one’s work in a test situation; 3) using the course textbook or 
other material not authorized for use during a test; 4) using unauthorized material during a test; for 
example, notes, formula lists, cues on a computer, photographs, symbolic representations, and 
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notes written on clothing; 5) resubmitting substantially the same work that was produced for 
another assignment without the knowledge and permission of the instructor; 6) taking a test for 
someone else or permitting someone else to take a test for you. 

 
Assistance and Resources 
 

• Accessible Education Center (AEC): coordinates services, provides advocacy and support to 
students with documented physical, learning, and psychological disabilities and provides assistance to 
the general campus community in responding appropriately to requests for accommodations based on 
disability. Location: 164 Oregon Hall Web page: http://aec.uoregon.edu/ Phone: 541-346-1155. 
Email: uoaec@uoregon.edu 

• Teaching & Learning Center (TLC): TLC provides numerous resources (including courses, 
workshops, and tutoring) to help UO students succeed. They work with a diverse studentbody with a 
wide range of needs. If you are unsure which resources would work best, they are happy to answer 
questions and share suggestions. Location: 68 PLC. Web page: http://tlc.uoregon.edu/ Phone: 541-
346-3226. 

• University Counseling and Testing Center (UCTC): The UCTC provides comprehensive mental 
health care and testing services to the University of Oregon campus. The primary mission of the 
UCTC is to provide quality clinical/therapeutic services, psychological testing and assessment, 
psychoeducational workshops and outreach as well as emergency services. Location: 2nd floor, 
University Health, Counseling, and Testing Center Building Web site: 
http://counseling.uoregon.edu/dnn/ 24-Hour Crisis Hotline: 541-346-3227 

• Discrimination and Sexual Harassment: The UO is committed to providing an environment free of 
all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating 
violence and gender-based stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences 
gender-based violence (intimate partner violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, 
coercion, stalking, etc.), know that you are not alone. UO has staff members trained to support 
survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and 
housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. Please be aware that all UO 
employees are required reporters. This means that if you tell me about a situation, I may have to report 
the information to my supervisor or the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. 
Although I have to report the situation, you will still have options about how your case will be 
handled, including whether or not you wish to pursue a formal complaint. Our goal is to make sure 
you are aware of the range of options available to you and have access to the resources you need. If 
you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24-hour hotline, to be 
connected to a confidential counselor to discuss your options. You can also visit the SAFE website at 
safe.uoregon.edu 

 
Course Schedule (may be altered during the course)  
 

Unit One: Love & Sex in the History of Philosophy 
 

Week One: 1/8-1/11 
Day Reading Assignments 
M Introduction to the course (no reading)  
T Plato, The Symposium (I) “Brave Space” contract due at the beg. of 

class (found at back of syllabus); Survey 
#1 due  

W Plato, The Symposium (II)  
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TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #1 due 
 
Week Two: 1/15-1/18 
Day Reading Assignments 
M St. Augustine, from Confessions  
T Kant, “On the distinction between the 

sublime and the beautiful” 
 

W Wollstonecraft, from On the Vindication of 
Women 

 

TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #2 due 
 
Week Three: 1/22-1/25 
Day Reading Assignments 
M Hegel, “Lordship and Bondage”  
T Sartre, “The Look”   
W Beauvoir, The Second Sex: “Introduction”;  

The Woman in Love” 
 

TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #3 due; Take-Home 
Exam #1 handed out in class (due 
Saturday at noon) 

 
Unit Two: Gender, Orientation, and the Self 

 
Week Four: 1/29-2/1 
Day Reading Assignments 
M Freud, Beyond the Pleasure Principle Survey #2 Due 
T Foucault, from History of Sexuality & 

Discipline and Punish 
 

W Foucault, continued  
TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #4 due 

 
Week Five: 2/5-2/8 
Day Reading Assignments 
M M’Emilio, “Capitalism and Gay 

Identity” 
 

T Diamond, “Will the Real Lesbian 
Please Stand Up?” 

 

W Eribon, From Shock to Insult   
TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #5 due 
 
Week Six: 2/12-2/15 
Day Reading Assignments 
M Burke, “Sexuality as Becoming”  
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T Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender 
Constitution” 

 

W Fausto-Sterling, “How to build a man”  
TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #6 due; Take-Home 

Exam #2 handed out in class (due Saturday at 
noon) 

 
Unit Three: Sex, Violence, and Objectification 

 
Week Seven: 2/19-2/22 
Day Reading Assignments 
M Wojtyla, “Analysis of the Verb ‘To Use’” Survey #3 Due 
T Bordo, “Gentlemen or Beasts?”  
W Katz, “The Macho Paradox”  
TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #7 due 
 
Week Eight: 2/26-3/1 
Day Reading Assignments 
M Phillips, “What’s a Young Woman (Not) to Think” 

 
 

T Mann, “Creepers, Heroes, Flirts and Allies”  
W In-class movie: The Hunting Ground (No Reading)  
TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #8 due 

 
Unit Four: Sexual Politics and Loving Liberation  

 
Week Nine: 3/5-3/8 
Day Reading Assignments 
M Kollantai, “Make Way for Winged Eros” Survey #4 due  
T hooks, “Black Male Masculinity”   
W Lugones, “Playfulness, World-traveling and 

loving perception” 
 

TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #9 due 
 
Week Ten: 3/12-3/15 
Day Reading Assignments 
M Perel, from Mating in Captivity  
T Perel, continued  
W Tuana, “Coming to Understand”  
TH Class Discussion (No Reading) Discussion Question #10 due 
 
Week Eleven: Final Exam (date and time TBA) 

 


